Save Dolphins....Don\u27t Buy Tuna by unknown
Supreme Court Upholds Horse Protection 
On June 17, 1976, the Supreme Court of the United 
States upheld the constitutionality of the Wild Free­
Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. It placed all 
wild horses and burros on federal lands under the 
protection and management of the Department of 
Interior and Agriculture in an effort to eliminate the 
indiscriminate  s laughter  and  commercial  
exploitation of  these animals. HSUS had filed a brief 
as amicus curiae (friend of the Court) in support of 
this landmark animal protection legislation. 
The decision is a substantial setback for parties 
who have sought to remove control over wildlife on 
public lands from the more responsible federal 
authorities which have in many instances tended to 
be more sensitive to preservationists and humane 
concerns than their state counterparts. 
Dolphin Slaughter 
In a continuing effort to prevent the slaughter of 
dolphins during commercial tuna fishing operations, 
HSUS filed an amicus curiae brief on July 2, 1976 in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit. See page 23 for follow-up story. 
Endangered Species 
The Department of Interior had added 159 animals 
to the official list of endangered species. Effective 
June 14, 1976, they can not be traded in interstate 
commerce. 
Greyhound Training 
HSUS Chief Investigator Frantz Dantzler was 
invited to testify before a Florida Legislative 
Committee in Tallahassee regarding the use of live 
bait to train greyhounds. Unfortunately, the bill was 
defeated and the use of live animals, particularly 
rabbits, continues as a method of training 





Florida's governor signed the 
"Animal Fighting Act of 1976" 
banning bear, bull, or dog 
fighting. 
Persons found promoting and 
conducting animal fighting events 
in Florida are subject to a 
misdemeanor of the first degree 
punishable by a year in jail and a fine up to $5000. 
Persons arrested for betting and attending such 
events are subject to a second degree misdemeanor 
punishable to sixty days in jail and a fine up to $1000. 
Killer Whales 
After passage in the U.S. Senate, a House Bill 
(H.R. 12460) is pending before the House Committee 
on Merchant Marine and Fisheries which would 
limit the capture of any killer whales. The bill is in 
response to the capture and subsequent release of 
five killer whales in Puget Sound, Washington. If it 
becomes law no zoo or aquarium would be able to 
capture any more killer whales for display. 
Horse Protection Act Enforced 
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS) of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
reports an Alabama horse trainer, Baine Lee, was 
convicted on criminal charges of entering a sored 
horse in the Kosciusko, Mississippi Walking Horse 
Show on May 19, 1972. This is a violation of the 
Horse Protection Act which HSUS has continually 
demanded to be enforced. 
Wishes of Deceased 
In a recent submission to a Florida Probate Court, 
HSUS General Counsel Murdaugh Stuart Madden 
expressed HSUS's concern over the callousness of 
banks and trust officers in dealing with the precise 
wishes of persons with respect to their animals 
following their death. Madden's pleading stated that 
in ignoring the wishes of the deceased, professional 
trust officers increasingly were substituting "their 
own impersonal computerized ideas of the way 
wills, estates, and trusts should be administered". 
Decompression Chamber Restricted 
Massachusetts has restricted the use of the 
decompression chamber for the purpose of killing 
dogs and cats. However, this law would not prevent 
a decompression chamber from being used if an 
owner voluntarily surrendered his animal for 
euthanasia. The state of Arizona has also outlawed 
the use of the high altitude decompression chamber. 
N.Y. Spay and Neuter Clinics 
The New York State Legislation has approved 
legislation authorizing municipalities to establish 
and operate spay and neuter clinics. If individual 
towns decide the surplus animal population is a 
priority item, they may provide funds to operate 
clinics. However, New York state has made no 
provisions to provide such funds. 
Virginia Cruelty Laws Enforced 
The revised Virginia State Code "authorizes all law 
enforcement officers to enforce" anti-cruelty and 
other animal laws. Its passage has resulted in the 
convicting and fining of an Arlington man not 
properly caring for his pet. 
Cockfighting Spectators Arrested 
Approximately 250 spectators at a cockfight in 
Wilkes County, North Carolina were arrested in a 
surprise raid conducted by state authorities. The 
spectators were charged under a state law making it a 
misdemeanor to watch or stage a cockfight. 
Compiled by The HSUS Legal De-partment, Murdaugh 
Stuart Madden, General Counsel 
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For some. unknown biological 
olphins. Tuna fishermen, 
sociation, can find the deep swimming tuna: 
easily by spotting the leaping dolphins. Urttil. 
' he sixties, the hook and line method of fishing, 
_}Vas used and dolphins were not disturbed .. 
.,\However, with the introduction of the purse 
�seine net, dolphins have been brutally \ 
\ . massacred by the millions. While there are 
\��veral subspecies of dolphins and porpoise, it 
\ .\is the spinner porpoise, spotted porpoise, and 
\ \.t-he common dolphin which a r e  being 
aughtered by the Pacific tuna fleet. 
'<, The purse seine net is about ¾ of a mile long 
'nd is placed around the whole dolphin school 
and drawn shut like a drawstring purse 
trapping everything including the tuna 
. S:-Virpming below. This technique is also called · 
'setting on" doiphins. 
'Dolphins are air breathing highly intelligent, 
�ocial mammals. When they realize what is 
appening they panic and try desperately to 
'· •.' . 'scape. Instead, they get their snouts and fins · 
· : .. e.ntangled in the nets and drown, or are crushed 
· . /and mangled as they are pulled aboard in the 
/ Ret. Some escape wounded and mutilated only 
to become prey to sharks, or the young die, 
R ving lost their mothers. Although it is 
stimated that 97% of all dolphins entrapped 
· escape; the 3% which suffocated and drowned 
1 ihno1=1.;,_ted to 134,000 in 1975. That does not 
1 
/ 
in lude those injured. Moreover, it is estimated . 
, �t each dolphin in the dolphin populations · 
v affected was chased and netted more than 1.4. /". " , ' l . 
0) �\�\:� � .._,.. ' / 
V / // /' // / , / 
/'/,·. ·/»;/ II , .·' . / . I ,'. . \ \ / 
SOLUTION 
\" 
The Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 is 
a federal act which includes a special section on'·--, 
the so called "incidental" killing of dolphins by 
·. 1
·· ·. 
tuna fishermen. It gave the tuna industry two ·1--, _ _  
years to develop new gear and techniques and '; . ' 
to attain the goal of near zero mortality and '. 
injury of dolphins. At the end of two years 
little progress was evident. In fact, more 
dolphins were killed in 1975 (134,000) than 
1974 (98,000). In late 1974, a number o 1 
conservation groups took the Government. o \: 
court saying they were not upholding the Ja'Y \ 
by allowing the continued kill of dolphins; On, · •·\ May 11, 1976, U.S. District Court Ju,dge,, 
Charles R. "Richey, ruled the tuna industry mus( '.. 
stop setting their nets on dolphins by May 31, / \,-
1976. ' /, 
/ 
OBSTACLES 
by a ten-year moratorium on killing whales, the 
U.S. tuna industry continues to kill hundreds of 
thousands of these small whales (dolphins) 
annually. 
TUNA BAN 
There is little hope for saving the dolphins 
either in the Courts or in Congress. As long as 
the tuna industry claims they have to kill 
dolphins to catch tuna fish, it is unlikely the 
Government will make them stop. However, 
the consumer can effectively influence the tuna 
industry by refusing to buy any tuna products 
until they solve this problem. The tuna 
industry will soon find it is cheaper to devise 
new fishing techniques than it is to not sell any 
tuna.  Patr ic ia  Forkan, HSUS program 
coordinator, stated in  her testimony before the 
House Subcommittee that HSUS constitutents 
were taking steps on their own to save dolphins 
by boycotting all tuna products. "It is the only 
path left open to us." 
Although it is only the yellowfin tuna 
(labeled as "light" meat) which is caught by 
killing dolphins, HSUS believes if the ban is to 
be truly effective, the economic sanction must 
be felt across the board. What good does it do to 
buy tuna not caught on dolphins such as white 
Albacore, or dark Skip Jack from the same 
company? They are still selling tuna. Also, it is 
not always easy to tell which is which. 
Remember not to buy any tuna pet food either. 
TUNA INDUSTRY'S TASKS 
• Develop new fishing gear and techniques that 
will truly reduce mortality and injury to near 
zero. This is crucial not only for U.S. fleets but 
also foreign fleets which have begun to use 
purse seine nets. 
• Some tuna boat captains have better records 
than others. Regulations and a training course 
for them are needed to insure they comply with 
new methods. Captains who continue to kill 
dolphins should be fined. 
• Allow Government observers aboard all large 
vessels to insure they are following regulations, 
to count the number of dolphins killed, and to 
help determine the  total  population o f  
dolphins. 
• Provide a full time research vessel to the 
Federal Government for continued testing. 
• Be more concerned about conservation of the 
stocks of yellowfin tuna being rapidly depleted 
by the increasing numbers of big purse seine 
boats. 
• Realize the major reason they reduced 
mortality in 1976 by more than 60% was mother 
nature rather than improved fishing practices 
and "dolphin rescue" efforts. With tuna readily 
available this year without setting on dolphins 
at all, the tuna industry only set on them half as 
often as in 1975. Therefore, dolphin ·mortality is 
down. If fishing conditions had been normal 
this year it is estimated the total kill would have 
been reduced by only 19% from 1975 levels 
meaning the U.S. tuna fleet would have _killed 
109,000 dolphins in 1976. 
WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
l. Join with HSUS in our fight to keep dolphins 
out of tuna nets. 
2. Help educate your neighbors by handing 
out this leaflet, writing letters to the editor, 
calling radio shows, talking at your next 
humane society  meeting o r  other  local  
organizations, getting school clubs to help. 
Some student groups have convinced their 
board of education not to serve tuna in school 
cafeterias. 
3. Let your Congressmen know how you feel. 
4. Write to President Ford and ask him to 
invoke that part of the Marine Mammal Act 
which allows the United States to embargo any 
fish products coming from foreign countries not 
adhering to our laws protecting dolphins. 
5. Write to  the Presidents of these major 
canning companies and tell them why you are 
no longer buying any tuna products. 
Del Monte Corp., Box 3573, San Francisco, 
CA 94119 
Castle & Cooke (Bumble Bee, Cloverleaf), 
Astoria, OR 97103 
H. J. Heinz Co. (Star-Kist ) ,  Box  57 ,  
Pittsburgh, PA 15230 
Ralston-Purina (Chicken of the Sea), 
Checkerboard Square, St. Louis, MO 63188 
Because a large number of members have expressed interest in the dolphin situation, this article was especially 
designed to educate and inform interested groups and individuals. Share this article with your friends and 
neighbors by reproducing and distributing copies of it. Courtesy of The Humane Society of the United States, 
2100 L Street, N. W., Washington, D.C. 20037. 
Patricia Forkan, Program Coordinator 
Financial Report: 1975 
Publications and 
Materials-4.0% INCOME EXPENDITURES 
Total Operating Income: $1,290,371 Total Operating Expenditures: $1,318,273 
Contributions and Bequests 
80.1% 
Because of the expense involved in 
printing a special Annual Report for 197 5, 
we have chosen to include in this issue of 
The Humane Society News the financial 
report for the calendar year 1975. We are 
pleased to report that the income for 
1975 was an increase over the previous 
year of $376,026. Expenses for our 
various programs and activities also 
increased during 1975 in the amount of 
$60,286. 
The scope of our programs and 
activities has been presented in the 
various issues ofT he Humane Society News 
and Special Reports. However, a printed 
copy of The President's Report for 1975 is 
available upon request. 
We are grateful for your continuing 
support and encouragement as we expand 
our outreach and efforts to insure 
protection from cruelty and abuse for our 
fellow creatures. Though this is a never 
ending battle, we are confident there is a 
growing awareness and commitment to 
the welfare of animals. We urge you to 
join us in enlisting the commitment and 
support of all citizens of our nation in 
advancing this great cause. 













FIELD SERVICES, LITIGATION, 
SPECIAL PROJECTS) 
35.5% 
Operating Income & Expenditures 
INCOME 
Membership Dues 
Contributions and Bequests 
Interest and Dividends 
Publications and Materials 
EXPENDITURES 
Membership and General Public Information 
Program Services 
Publications and Communications 
Education Activities and Services 
Kindness Club 
Investigations and Field Services 
Litigation and Legal Services 
Regional Programs and Services 
Special Projects 
Gifts to other Societies 



















Excess of Expenditure Over Income 
$1,318,273 
(Deficit) ($27 ,902)* 
*Deficit financed principally by gain on sale of fixed assets. 
Note: Audited Financial Statement Available Upon Request. 
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